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be no nearer than we are to the ultimate mysteries of existence. For if the Universe cannot be understood by one who perceives only five or six of its modes of working, we can hardly suppose that its secrets would be delivered up if we knew a hundred or a thousand of its modes. A still more exalted being, possessing a million senses, would far surpass one with a thousand; but to understand the ultimate nature of the Universe, we should require not a thousand, nor a million senses, not a finite number of senses at all, but an infinite number; for so long as we have anything less than an infinite number of senses, there must always remain unknown aspects of the Universe, which might be disclosed by the possession of further senses. It follows plainly enough that ultimate mysteries are not soluble by us, and that attempts to solve them arise only from a total misconception of the nature of the problems at issue. We are forced at the outset to adopt the position of Agnosticism.
Let us be clear what we mean by this name of Agnosticism, for the word has been bandied about so much in public controversy that, as generally occurs with words in common use, its meaning has become vague and ill-defined. Last century it was employed largely as the converse of theism. In opposition to those who affirmed the existence of a God, there arose a school, calling themselves Agnostics, who, without denying this existence, took the view that it was impossible to say whether or not a God exists. This school, moreover, was apt to assume that Agnosticism was the final goal of philosophy, and thereafter that nothing more remained to be said. The Agnosticism of this school is very different from that which we are now about to adopt. In the first place, it is far more limited in scope. The question of the existence or non-existence of a God is an isolated single question, to which the new Agnosticism pays little attention, and which it even repudiates altogether. For it is not necessarily an unanswerable question; it is, perhaps, even